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COMMUNICATION. 


Auditor  General’s  Office, 

Harrisburg ,  January  29,  1844. 


s 


To  the  Hon.  William  Bigler, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate: 


Sir:— -The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Senate  on  the  25th  instant,  viz  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  General  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate,  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  amount  still  due  and  unpaid  for  labor  performed,  and  materials  furnished 
on  the  finished  lines  of  canal,  and  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  and  Allegheny 
Portage  railroad,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1842;  specifying  sepa¬ 
rately,  and  particularly,  the  amount  due  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad, 
on  the  Allegheny  Portage  railroad,  and  on  the  several  finished  lines  of  canal.  And 
further,  to  report  the  amount  paid  on  the  said  accounts,  since  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature ;  and  whether,  in  making  such  payments,  there  was  any  allowance  of 
interest,  from  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  such  claims  became  due,  as  directed  by 
the  ‘Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  domestic  creditors  of  this  Commonwealth, 
sale  of  the  State  stocks,  and  for  other  purposes,’  passed  8th  of  April,  A.  D.  1843.” 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  request,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  inform  the 
Senate,  that  this  department  has  no  means  of  furnishing  the  information  required,  by 
so  much  of  said  resolution  as  relates  to  the  amount  still  due  and  unpaid  for  labor  per¬ 
formed,  and  materials  furnished  on  the  several  lines  of  canal  and  railroad,  prior  to  the 
10th  of  February,  1842.  The  Canal  Commissioners,  through  their  disbursing  agents, 
will  be  able  to  inform  the  Senate  fully  on  that  subject. 

The  amount  paid  since  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  for  labor  performed,  and 
materials  furnished  on  the  finisheddines  of  canal  and  railway,  prior  to  the  10th  day  of 
February,  1842,  so  far  as  accounts  and  vouchers  have  been  presented  and  settled  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  is  $55,679  26.  Which  was  disbursed  as  follows  : 


On  the  Delaware  division, 
Columbia  railroad, 
Eastern  division, 
Beaver  division, 

Juniata  division, 
Portage  railroad. 

North  Branch  division, 
W est  Branch  division, 
Susquehanna  division, 


$5,994  90 
19,868  00 
1,765  27 
3,806  54 
5,678  92 
7,977  43 
2,871  87 
5,303  99 
2,412  34 

- $55,679  26 


Several  of  the  supervisors  have  unsettled  accounts  for  old  check  rolls,  which,  when 
presented  and  audited,  will  considerably  increase  the  above  sum. 

The  foregoing  payments  have  been  principally  made  in  pursuance  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  Act  of  the  29th  of  September,  1843,  which  appropriates  $60,313  27,  received 
from  the  General  Government,  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  then  due  on  check  rolls 
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on  the  different  lines  of  canal  and  railroad  in  this  Commonwealth,  for  labor  performed 
and  materials  furnished.  That  Act  says  nothing  about  the  allowance  of  interest,  from 
the  expiration  of  six  months  after  such  claims  become  due ;  nor  does  the  provision  in 
the  Act  of  the  8th  of  April,  1843,  to  which  the  resolution  refers,  which  authorizes  the 
payment  of  interest  as  stated,  embrace  any  other  appropriation  than  the  one  therein 
specifically  directed.  The  cancellation  of  relief  issues,  enjoined  upon  the  State  Trea¬ 
surer  by  the  same  Act,  rendered  the  appropriation  to  check  roll  creditors,  interest  and 
all,  inoperative,  because  it  left  no  funds  in  the  Treasury, -..on  the  first  days  of  July  and 
September,  applicable  to  the  purpose. 

No  interest  was,  therefore,  in  any  case,  allowed  by  the  disbursing  agents  on  unset¬ 
tled  claims,  and  if  it  had  been,  it  would  have  been  rejected  by  this  department ;  the 
allowance  of  interest  by  the  Act  of  8th  of  April,  1843,  being  an  exception  to  the  well 
established  rule  which  was  known  to  prevail  in  the  settlement  of  claims  against  the 
Commonwealth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PACKER, 

Auditor  General. 


